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lumbar puncture as a palliative for the convulsive seizures of, coma 
or uncmia, or of stovain or morphine-scopolamine as amesthetics. 

The eleventh edition of Hare’s Therapeutics thoroughly main¬ 
tains the high standard of excellence set by its predecessors, and it will 
doubtless continue to be one of the most frequently consulted text¬ 
books on the subject with which it deals. G. W. N. 


A Text-Book of Diseases of Women. By Barton Cooke 
Hirst, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics in the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania; Gynecologist to the Howard, the Orthopedic and the 
Philadelphia Hospitals. Second edition. Philadelphia and 
London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1905. 

This book can hardly be said to need an introduction to the pro¬ 
fession; its author is known as a man who is particularly adapted 
by training and experience as a teacher to write a book which will 
be of sendee to the student of medicine, while his large consultation 
practice enables him to prepare his work with special reference to 
the needs of the general practitioner. That these facts have been 
appreciated by the medical public is evident by the reprinting of the 
first edition within a few months of its publication. 

The present edition, the second, has been enlarged and much new 
material has been introduced. In its present shape the book is 
abreast of all the advances made since the first edition was published. 
That this is true is exemplified by the consideration of the Pincus 
apparatus for atmokausis, -which the author advocates for certain 
cases of uterine hemorrhage; by the description of the metranoikter 
of Schatz, which the author, in its modified form, recommends as 
the best treatment for certain types of dysmenorrhcea; by the illus¬ 
trations and descriptive text regarding the electrothermic hiemo- 
static clamp devised by Downes; while its completeness, in respect 
to less important improvements, is evidenced by the inclusion of 
a cut of the Menge pessary for the treatment of uterine prolapse. 

In the chapter upon the diseases of the bladder the cystoscopes of 
Nitze, Eisner, and Snell are illustrated and described. Harris’ 
segregator is also shown, but the author prefers that of Luys to either 
Cathelin’s or the former. 

His chapter upon Retrodisplacements is very full. He gives the 
non-operative treatment its proper importance and advocates the use 
of pessaries in proper cases. In his opinion the operative treatment 
lies between the procedure known as a ventrosuspension and the 
Alexander-Adams operation in the inguinal canals. He, however, 
considers all the best-known methods of operative treatment, giving 
his reasons for his expressed preference. 
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In selected cases the writer believes that the operation of nephror- 
rhuphy has great value, and is strongly of the opinion that the 
only technique worth considering is that of Edebohls. 

His chapter upon the Repair of the Injuries to the Soft Parts in¬ 
cident to labor is most instructively done, the only point of marked 
divergence from the usual operative procedure in these cases be¬ 
ing that insistence is made upon the repair of the muscles and 
fascia of the urogenital trigonum, in operating upon the cystocele, 
while his belief in the importance of the recovery of the divided ends 
of the transversus perinei muscle is pointed out. 

The book ends with a chapter of about one hundred pages upon 
the Detailed Techniqe of Gynecic Surgery, in which the preparation 
of the operating-room in both hospital and private house, together 
with the necessary armamentarium, is minutely described, as well 
as the preparation of the operator, his assistants, and the care of 
the patient both before and after the operation. In this chapter, 
one of the most satisfactory of which the reviewer has knowledge, 
there is most careful consideration of all points of importance in the 
technique of both abdominal and plastic operations. The author 
does not approve of permanganate of potassium and oxalic acid for 
sterilization, using instead the chlorine method. We are glad to 
note that he emphasizes the well-proven fact that mechanical means 
offer better safeguards against infection than any known germicide 
and we quote the following with pleasure: “The insertion of the 
bare hand in a wound is unjustifiable in the light of our present 
knowledge.” W. R. N. 


Die Bakteriologie des Bi.utes bei Infektioxs Krankheiten. 

Von Dr. Med. Canon, Berlin. Mit lichtdrucklafel. Jena: 

Gustav Fischer, 1905. 

At a time when so much interest is being shown in the bacterio¬ 
logical study of the blood, both for diagnostic purposes and for a 
clearer understanding of the acute infectious diseases, the appearance 
of a monograph presenting a critical review of the subject seems 
especially fortunate. The author himself has made many observa¬ 
tions in this line of work, so that his experience and knowledge give 
the book a personal tone. The work is divided into three parts. 
The first part deals with the bacteriology of the blood in various dis¬ 
eases. Only the results of blood-cultures during life are considered; 
but since a very extensive review of the literature is given in more cr 
less detail, the discussion fills one hundred pages. The results ob¬ 
tained by various observers in the isolation of some twenty-five differ¬ 
ent varieties of bacteria are described and criticised. Among some 
of the important conclusions which the author draw’s from this ma- 



